Genetic approaches to the nosology of deafness.
Profound deafness of childhood is a heterogeneous entity. Perhaps 50% of cases owe their handicap to mendelian segregation of single genes. Various types of genetic methods, combined with clinical and statistical analyses, are described by means of which an initial approach can be made to the problem of the estimation of the number of different gene loci involved and of the prevalence of the various abnormal alleles, as well as of the definition of their modes of action.